
Inspection Checklist for BSL-4 Cabinet Laboratories (7 CFR 331, 9 CFR 121, 42 CFR 73; BMBL 6th Edition)

When information is entered in this form, the form is to be considered "Sensitive Select Agent Information."

Section Regulation Text Observation Status Comments

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

All procedures involving the manipulation of 

infectious materials are conducted within a Class III 

biological safety cabinet.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

The Class III cabinet contains a pass-through dunk 

tank, fumigation chamber, or equivalent 

decontamination method so that materials and 

equipment that cannot be decontaminated in the 

autoclave can be safely removed from the cabinet. 

Containment between the cabinet and the 

surrounding laboratory is maintained at all times.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

The Class III cabinet contains a HEPA filter on the 

supply air intake and two HEPA filters in series directly 

and independently connected to the exhaust outlet of 

the unit. Supply air is provided in such a manner that 

prevents positive pressurization of the cabinet. There 

are gas tight dampers on the supply and exhaust 

ducts of the cabinet to permit gas or vapor 

decontamination of the unit. Ports for injection of test 

medium are present on all HEPA filter housings.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

The interior of the Class III cabinet must be 

constructed with smooth finishes that can be easily 

cleaned and decontaminated. All sharp edges on 

cabinet finishes must be eliminated to reduce the 

potential for cuts and tears of gloves. Equipment to 

be placed in the Class III cabinet should also be free of 

sharp edges or other surfaces that may damage or 

puncture the cabinet gloves.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

Class III cabinet gloves must be inspected for damage 

prior to use and changed if necessary. Gloves are 

replaced annually during cabinet recertification.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

Building/Rooms: Inspectors: 

Entity Name: Inspection Date:

1



Section Regulation Text Observation Status Comments

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

Manipulation of high concentrations or large volumes 

of infectious agents within the Class III cabinet should 

be performed using physical containment devices 

inside the cabinet whenever practical. Such materials 

should be centrifuged inside the cabinet using sealed 

rotor heads or centrifuge safety cups.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

The Class III cabinet must be certified at least 

annually.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

Workers in the laboratory wear protective laboratory 

clothing with a solid front, such as tie-back or wrap-

around gowns, scrubs, or coveralls. Shoe coverings 

are considered based on a risk assessment. Upon exit, 

all protective clothing is removed in the inner change 

room before showering. Prescription eyeglasses are 

decontaminated before removal through the personal 

body shower.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

Disposable gloves are worn underneath cabinet 

gloves to protect the worker from exposure should a 

break or tear occur in a cabinet glove.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

Rooms in the facility must be arranged to ensure 

sequential passage through an inner (dirty) changing 

area, a personal shower and an outer (clean) change 

room upon exiting the room(s) containing the Class III 

BSC(s).

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

A hands-free sink is provided near the door of the 

cabinet room(s) and the inner change room. A sink is 

provided in the outer change room.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

Openings around doors into the cabinet room and 

inner change room must be minimized and capable of 

being sealed to facilitate decontamination.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A
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Section Regulation Text Observation Status Comments

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

The interior of the Class III BSC and all contaminated 

plenums, fans, and filters are decontaminated using a 

validated gaseous or vapor method when there have 

been significant changes in cabinet usage, before 

major renovations or maintenance shutdowns, and in 

other situations, as determined by risk assessment. 

Success of the decontamination is verified before 

accessing the interior spaces of the cabinet.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

Supply air to and exhaust air from the cabinet room, 

inner change room, and fumigation/decontamination 

chambers must pass through HEPA filter(s). The air 

exhaust discharge must be located away from 

occupied spaces and building air intakes.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A

12(b)

The biosafety and containment procedures must be sufficient to 

contain the select agent or toxin (e.g., physical structure and features 

of the entity, and operational and procedural safeguards).

Double-door, pass through autoclaves must be 

provided for decontaminating materials passing out of 

the Class III BSC(s). The autoclave doors must be 

interlocked so that only one can be opened at any 

time and be automatically controlled so that the 

outside door to the autoclave can only be opened 

after the decontamination cycle has been completed.

o No

o Yes 

o N/A
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